THESIS SENTENCES
A thesis is the result of a lengthy thinking process. 

· Before you develop an argument on any topic, you have to collect and organize evidence, look for possible relationships between known facts (such as surprising contrasts or similarities), and think about the significance of these relationships. 
· Once you do this thinking, you will probably have a "working thesis," a basic or main idea, an argument that you think you can support with evidence but that may need adjustment along the way.
Weak theses: 
· Melville and Dostoevsky both use symbols to represent their views of modern man. 
· Big Boy’s story parallels the story of all black men of his generation in the way he thinks, speaks, and acts. 
· Dostoevsky’s Underground Man and Kafka’s Gregor Samsa both clearly symbolize their authors’ philosophies. 
These theses are weak because they are vague and superficial. You would not even have had to have read the works in question to come up with them. Theses such as these show a lack of time spent on the assignment or a lack of understanding of the material. In either case, writers who never go beyond this level will probably write satisfactory essays, at best. 
	Weak:  Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn is a great American novel.

Good:  In Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain develops a contrast between life on the river and life on the shore. 

Better: Through its contrasting river and shore scenes, Twain's Huckleberry Finn suggests that to find the true expression of American democratic ideals, one must leave "civilized" society and go back to nature.




Good Examples of a thesis sentence:
· In the film Finding Forrester, director, Gus Van Sant, develops the idea that that individuals may hide their true identities from the people around them and the outside world; however, it is only when they reveal who they really are that they are able to live fulfilling lives. Van Sant, uses the film’s physical settings to convey the limitations placed upon the characters by their environments, the motif of literature to create a link between Jamal and Forrester, and clothing to depict Jamal’s and Forrester’s emerging and new-found identities. 
· Through Paul’s experience behind the lines, at a Russian prisoner of war camp, and especially under bombardment in the trenches, Erich Maria Remarque realistically shows how war dehumanizes a man.
· In a Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens shows the process by which a wasted life can be redeemed. Sidney Carton, through his love for Lucie Manette, is transformed from a hopeless, bitter man into a hero whose life and death have meaning.
· William Golding uses symbolism in the form of the conch to represent the concept of society. The boys’ evolving relationship with the conch illustrates Golding’s theme that humans, when removed from the pressures of civilized authority, will become evil.
·  In The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald shows how Gatsby rises from a lower class to an upper class through the fulfillment of a false dream, but because he fails to recognize that true success derives from personal accomplishment rather than social status and wealth, he inevitably falls tragically from greatness.
· In “Harrison Bergeron,” Vonnegut criticizes the government through the use of indirect characterization, irony, and external conflict.
· Although Bartelby and the Underground Man are both alienated from their society, they suffer their alienation in radically different ways: Bartelby gradually withdraws from all human contact in an attempt to fade into the background of life, while the Underground Man rages against the world because he feels he has already faded out of existence. 
· “The Dead” is Joyce’s metaphor for the lifeless gaiety of Dublin society, the hopelessness of lost love, and the brutality of passing time. 
· Through the use of images and symbols in The Catcher in the Rye, Salinger reveals many subtleties about Holden's sensitive personality.
· To be happy, Doherty argues, one must be neither too controlling nor too controlled; and sometimes the only way to gain perspective on one’s sense of control is to lose control for a while.
· Fitzgerald wrote The Great Gatsby to show that in relationships, love or compassion does not necessarily imply a sense of commitment to a person, and vice versa. 
· Hurston stresses group solidarity in the black community and this message is emphasized in every part of the book: in the varying lifestyles and communities, the rich language, the sense of patriotism and being American.
· In The Kite Runner Hosseini presents the minor character of Assef as a symbol of hegemonic oppression and asserts that its destruction can only be obtained not by the rebellion of the dejected class, but by dutiful aid from the upper class.
· T. S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” portrays a man’s inability to take decisive action even as he sees what is necessary. This passivity affects the speaker’s perception of himself, his ability to give and receive love, and, his ability to make something meaningful of his life. Through the impotent, dream-haunted Prufrock, Eliot defines the human condition in the face of a modern world which is disconnected from all but the remnants of meaning.
· In "The Lottery," Shirley Jackson uses irony to show the insidious nature of society's need to find a scapegoat.
· In Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery," the symbolism of the black box shows the oppression and entrapment of meaningless rituals and social tradition.

