The Poet and His or Her Work                                   English 30-1
 
Individually or with another student, you will study one Romantic or 19th Century age  poet and study some of his/her work and share your knowledge and understanding with others in the class in the form of a presentation.  
 
You will consider the following after reading a significant portion of the poet’s work.
 
Ø  The poet’s life:  look at the relationship between the poet’s experience and the philosophy of his/her work.
 
Ø  The typicality of the poet’s work: things to consider are subject matter, style, form, themes.
 
Ø  Read one sample poem with the class (Min 14 lines, Max 30 ) and critically analyze it for the class.
 
Ø  Analyze the poem to demonstrate understanding and effective use of literary techniques:  rhythm, rhyme, figures of speech, poetic choices
 
Ø  Determine the message or theme of the poem.
 
 Consider that you will write a response at the end of our poetry unit using
 the poems we studied and the  ones presented.   
 
 
What do the text(s) suggest to the reader about the influence and/or significance of dreams, goals, and ideals.
 
 
2.      Oral presentation.  The classroom will be set up like a live TV talk show and you and the members of the group will take on the persona of the poet and a television talk show host (real or imaginary)  If you are working independently, ask a classmate to step in as your talk show host. 
 
You will be expected to answer some general questions about the poet, his/her life, and his/her poetry. For example: 
·         What made you become a poet? 
·         What significant life experiences shaped your poetry?  
·         What is your philosophy or general outlook on life? 
·         What is the central message in the poem you chose to share?
 
Ø  Have a copy of the poem on an overhead or copies for each member of the class.  If you choose to use the smart board or proxima, you will be responsible for setting it up.
Ø  Tone and meaning are enhanced with a dramatic reading so attention should be paid to pacing, enunciation, and emphasis.  
Ø  Other visual aids may be effectively used.  ie. props, costumes, etc. CAUTION: There should be a clear connection; the visual aid should enhance understanding NOT detract from it. 
Ø  I will provide the introduction and conclusion to your presentation.
 
Resources:
You are expected to use both print and non-print text in your research and are to include a bibliography: a citations of references.  Refer to Canadian Writer’s Reference  or Citations bulletin in the classroom to view how your bibliography should appear. Hand this in to me.
 
Timeline: You will have four classes, including this one, to complete the assignment. 
 
 
EVALUATION:
 
Poetry Presentation Rubric              
·         Thought and Understanding                            /10
·         Supporting Evidence                                         /10
·         Correctness                                                         /5
·         Presentation                                                        /5
·         Total                                                                    /30
Individual Self –Assessment
·         % contribution to overall assignment   
·         Thought and Understanding                            /7.5
·         Supporting Evidence                                         /7.5
·         Correctness                                                         /5
·         Presentation                                                        /5
·         Total                                                                    /25 (times % contribution)
 
 
 POETS 
 
*William Blake                      *Lord Byron                          *Samuel Taylor Coleridge
 
*John Keats                           *Percy Bysshe Shelley
 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning
 
Robert Browning
 
Alfred Noyes Tennyson
 
Walt Whitman
 
Emily Dickinson
 
E.A. Poe
 
William Butler Yeats
 
*English Romantic Age Poets:  loosely defined as poets who rebelled or followed the Age of Enlightenment.  They believed that truth could be found in nature and in emotion rather than in science, logic, or reason. 
