The Multiple Choice Examination  

Time allotted:  3 hours

You may NOT use a dictionary, bilingual dictionary, thesaurus, or other reference materials.

This section of the exam is worth 50% of the total diploma examination mark and consists of approximately 70 machine-scored questions based on readings from shorter texts and excerpts from extended texts.  

Texts may include:  

· modern drama, 
· poetry and/or songs, 
· television scripts (screenplays), 
· Shakespeare excerpt (often a history play, but not always)

· fiction excerpt or short fiction piece

· non-fiction readings from a variety of literary sources (i.e. persuasive, personal, expository, biographical & autobiographical essays and next articles).  
· Responses to any of the other texts

· Visuals

· Usually texts will be linked:  they will have something like theme or genre in common.  Such linked texts will have questions that must be answered by thinking about the texts together.  For example, a question could be asked about the theme of two or more texts.

Visual Texts:  will be present within a text to enhance the students’ reading, or presented independently as a reading selection with questions.  Students may be asked to identify how elements of a photographic composition, photograph, poster, advertisement, or artwork convey meaning, relate to the purpose of the text, or contribute to the total effect of the text.

How to best prepare for the Reading Portion 

(Material used from the Diploma Examination Review Guide by Carl Horak, Michael Martin, and Dale Potts, Hendriks Publishing Ltd. 1997, Permission to reproduce):

1. Practice! Practice! Practice!  

a. Castle Rock: The Key

b. Your teacher has old exams on file with answer sheets.  Take the time to practice these and your test-taking skills will improve.

c. Exambanks (ffcahs / desks) – do readings and comp from 20 and 30

2. Thoroughly read the excerpts on the exam.  Since it is a reading comprehension exam don’t just skim the readings and attempt to answer the multiple-choice questions.  You have plenty of time to read and re-read selections so do so.  

3.  If a question asks you to refer back to the reading selection go back and examine those lines/paragraphs in detail.  It will help you focus on something specific.

4. There are a variety of strategies students can use to complete a multiple-choice exam.  Some techniques work better with some genres than others.  Try each of the three approaches listed below, and then select whichever technique works best for you.  Note that a “question stem” is a phrase that you complete by choosing one correct answer.  Some students:

· Quickly read the selection, read all the question stems, then reread the selection carefully and, finally, choose their answers.

· Carefully read the selection, read the questions and then make their choices.

· Read the stems carefully first to get a general understanding of the selection, read the selection and then make their choices.


5. Use an HB pencil and score the answer sheet carefully and make your selections clear.  Any stray marks placed on your answer sheet could cost you vital marks.  Erase your corrections completely.
6. Answer all questions.  Don’t leave any blank. 
7. Carefully read any introductory notes before beginning the selection.  These generally provide important information.
8. Footnotes are important to help your understanding.  Read them carefully.
9. You may mark up, underline, or highlight any part of the exam.
10.  Pay attention to the bold-faced words in the questions.  Words like Mainly, Best, and Most indicate that all four choices are partially right.  Only one is correct, however.  
11. Trust your judgment.  Frequently your first choice is the correct one.
12. Do not be tempted to choose a sophisticated-looking word, especially if you do not know its meaning.  Unfamiliar words should be examined carefully.  Meaning might be found in the prefixes or suffixes of such words.  Look at the word in context for clues too.  
13. Read each question carefully.  Do not skim and leap to a conclusion when you see certain words that you think will lead you to a correct response.
14. Manage your time carefully and do not spend too much time on one genre or question.  Allow sufficient time at the end to check that every question has been completed. 
15. Try to relax before beginning the examination.  Clear your mind of any distractions and focus on the task at hand.  Take several deep breaths and relax.  Then begin the examination.
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AB Learning
Directing words, alone or in combination, qualify:

· A specified aspect of the content, context, cultural milieu, text creator or audience

· And/or the use of a literary or rhetorical device or technique.

When directing words appear in bold they alert students to the need to discriminate between alternatives that all have an element of truth.

An aspect of

Anticipates

Audience response

Basis


Belief


Best

Best emphasizes
Best conveys

Best describes

Best illustrates

Contrasting

Convey(s)

Demonstrates

Depiction

Diction

Direction, stage direction

Dominant

Dramatic Function
Echoed

Effectively captured
Emphasis

Encapsulates

Evoked


Except


Exemplified

Expressed

Failure


Foreshadow

Illustrate

Impact


Imply

In context

Intends

Most clearly, 

Most clearly evident in

Most clearly establishes


Main

Most concretely
Mostly conveys, implies, reflects

Most consistently
Most directly

Most explicitly
Most likely

Most significantly
Most strongly

Most emphatically
Most effectively

Not


Parallels

Portrait, portrayed

Potential

Presentation

Primarily

The primary purpose/effect

Purpose

Reflects

Reinforce

Represents

Reveals

Share

Shift


Significant

Succeeds

Suggest(s)

Summarizes

Supporting evidence for

The textual element
The effect of/created by/Use of

