Ten Helpful Hints for Writing a Multiple Choice Test

Note:

· Respond to the test by doing the following:

· Read the question stem and all of the options carefully

· If you don’t know the answer, use the test-wise skills

· Always guess- guessing is better than chance because you’ve eliminated options.  Test-wise students can usually eliminate two options and guess on the remaining two.  Their odds of being right increase significantly (1 of 2 vs. 1 of 4)

1. Absurd Options

· Are any of the options absurd, stupid, or ridiculous?  If so, eliminate them.

2. Opposite Options


· Is one option the opposite of another option?  If so, choose one of them (unless you have already eliminated them).

3. Similar Options

· Are two options similar?  If so, eliminate both of them.  There’s only one correct answer.  If two are similar, it’s likely neither is correct.

4. Stem-Option Connection

· Is there a connection between the stem and one of the options?  If so, choose it.  

· Be careful – exceptions exist, but the guideline applies 9 times out of 10.  

5. Absolute Qualifiers

· Do any of the options contain absolute words (e.g. always, never, all, every, none, or absolutely)?  If so, eliminate them.

6. Grammatical Cues

· Eliminate grammatically inconsistent options and choose from among the remaining options.

7. Exam Content Clue

· Is there a clue somewhere on the exam that will direct you to your best guess?
8. Direct Quotations

· Read above and below the referenced lines, clues are quite often evident.

9. Boldface Type

· Emphasizes that you must make a judgement of degree in choosing an answer.

10. Tone of the Questions

· If you have difficulty with some aspect of the reading selection, the content of the questions can lead you in the right direction.

