PERSONAL RESPONSE TO TEXTS

In this assignment, you will be provided with a poem, an novel excerpt, and a visual photograph which are linked thematically.  
STEP 1 = Read and consider these texts, 
STEP 2 = WRITE
1.  PROSE - written in sentences and paragraphs - any non-poetry form

2.  PROSE FORMS 
· personal and/or narrative response 
· critical response which analyses one of the texts

· creative response, in which you create something new - a new form, a new idea, a new voice

	Short essay
	editorial
	letter
	Screenplay

	Diary entry
	Inner monologue
	eulogy
	speech

	reminiscence
	Short story
	interview
	anecdote

	News article
	Personal observation
	rebuttal
	commentary


3.  EFFECTIVE VOICE


Voice is developed through a tone (emotion or impression) and a style (choices in sentences, vocabulary, punctuation) which are appropriate to the topic, and in particular to the format and approach that you choose to take to the topic.  Depending on these choices, the voice might be formal or informal, serious or humourous, emotional or logical, frustrated or accepting, academic or conversational.  It should be a voice which sounds authentic and honest.

KEY QUESTIONS

1.  How long should it be?  As long as it takes.  Generally 400-500 words works. You should spend some time refining and revising.

2.  Is there a preferred format?  No.  The right format for you is the one that you feel you can do the best job with for that particular topic.  Take time to carefully consider your format and material before you write.  If you choose a creative approach, make sure you don't lose track of the topic, and that you still work in a reference to at least one text.

3.  How many of the texts should I refer to?  No right answer, but be careful about spreading yourself too thin.  Make reference to one text, or specific parts of texts, combined with personal opinion, observations and/or experiences.
PROCEDURE
1.  Read all the instructions, the prompt, the topic, and the guidelines.  Understand what is being asked of you.  Define, with a dictionary and a thesaurus, the key words in the topic.  More words means deeper understanding and more ideas.   Explore the topic and work towards a controlling idea.  Think about how you might respond to the topic.

2.  Read and view all the texts.  Think about the texts in connection with the topic.  Consider which of the texts best connects to your ideas about the topic and your response to the topic.  You might underline a key quotation or idea; you might start to make notes beside the text.
3.  Read the writing prompt.  This is the paragraph which explains how each text connects to the topic.  Reading this will help you refine your understanding of the topic.

4.  Develop a controlling idea which responds directly to the topic and makes reference to at least one of the texts.  Failure to do either of these results in reduced marks, no matter the quality of your writing, because you haven’t fulfilled the assignment as stated.  Think of your controlling idea as the theme of your response, in the same way we talk about the theme of the story.  What idea do you intend to develop? 

5.  Write a plan for your response.  In this plan, keep your controlling idea in mind, and keep the topic in mind.  Most students feel pressured by time and want to begin writing immediately.  The danger in not doing a plan is that, while you are writing, you lose track of your controlling idea and your topic.  In the end, you might have a complete response that is well-written, but it may not directly address the assignment.  

6.   Organize and write your response with a beginning, middle, and end.

· The beginning, introduction, or opening includes your reference to at least one of the texts, title and author of the text, and your controlling idea which communicates your theme and responds directly to the topic.

· The middle develops your idea and the topic using specific details.  Consider any of the following, or a combination:

· a real personal experience of yours or another person’s

· a created personal experience, or fictional personal.  It does not have to be true; it just has to sound true.

· a personal reflection about the text 

· a personal story which integrates quotations from the text

· The end provides the significance of what you have written.  Read your middle section.  Answer the question “SO WHAT?”  What  is your idea and why is it important?
7.   Revision means to “look at again.”  When you read your response, begin with the topic, your chosen text, and your controlling idea, and skim your response for how often you referred to the topic.  Underline or highlight every time you made reference to the elements required by the assignment.  
8.  Reread again, keeping in mind and correcting all the usual mistakes made in writing.   Consult a writing handbook to help you revise style and ensure correctness.
