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 (
Choosing a Novel
)You get to choose a book from an approved list! No more one assigned book – now you have choice!

Step 1
Ask an Outreach staff member for the binder of titles to peruse. The list has a novel description for each book – read these carefully so that you choose a novel will really enjoy! Some of the novels come with an audiotape to listen to as you read the book.

Step 2
Once you have narrowed your choice to at most 3 books, let the staff know and we will give them to you to make your final decision.


 (
Reading a good novel is meant to be enjoyable so choose wisely!!
)








“Reading is a discount ticket to everywhere”.
~ Mary Schmich 


 (
Reading the Novel
)English Language Arts is an important aspect of your education. This course teaches you the skills to read, write and speak as well as to understand yourself and other people better.

This module requires you to read a novel so you should prepare yourself to do a lot of reading. It would help if you have a positive attitude about it. Also, always remember that a good reader is an active reader; try to connect what you are reading to your experiences.  Since everyone has different personal experiences, the way you connect to the novel is unique from everyone else’s.

It would also help if you read the novel critically. Imagine your characters, identify the problem, ask questions about why and how certain events happen, watch for figurative language, imagery and symbols as you read along. 

 (
Know who the author is and when the novel was written.
What important events in history could have influenced the novel?
)Other helpful tips would be:
 (
Use sticky notes to keep track of important pages and passages.
) (
Avoid distractions.
) (
Take down notes. 
Keep a reading log to help you remember details
 
             E
xample, a sentence with a figure of
 speech, or contains examples of 
symbolism or  imagery    
Keep track of pivotal incidents in the form of a time line.
These notes can help you complete your work more quickly and can reduce the frustration of having to reread and look for those specific words or sentences th
at you have come across earlier.
)




 (
“
Books let us into their souls and lay open
 to us the secrets of our own.”
~William Hazlitt
)
 (
Section 1:  
Approaching a Novel
)A novel is a narrative prose that is longer than a short story. Novels are usually characterized by complex plots and many characters.  

It is prose because it is not drama or poetry. It is narrative because it tells a story.

Because they are extended works, novels are usually divided into chapters. Some novelists give their chapters specific titles that give hints about plot, theme, setting, passage of time, or character. However, many chapter headings are just numerals.

Make a quick perusal of your novel. Do the chapters have titles or numerals? 

Novels are also categorized according to their genre or their subject matter. For example, a novel about love falls under the romance genre.

Types or Genres of novels include:
*Historical fiction			*Realistic fiction
*Fables	 			*Murder mysteries
*Fantasy novels 			*Myth
*Folk tales 				*Science fiction
*Non fiction 				*Romance fiction

Structure of a Novel
A novel has four parts:
*Plot					*Setting
*Characters				*Theme

You are probably anxious to start reading, but before you begin, it is important to read information about your novel.

Reading about the background of your novel will help you identify the place where it happened and the time or era when it happened. These two things will help you better understand the novel.








 It is also helpful to learn about the author so you understand why he or she wrote the novel. Most of the time, authors write about things that they love, or places where they have been to, or experiences that they had. These are the things that influence a writer’s ideas.

For example, in the novel “The Pianist”, Wladyslaw Szpilman talks about his horrendous experience in the Warsaw ghetto and how he survived the war. To have a better understanding of who he is and what was going on in that era, it would be helpful to research and find useful information about him and about the novel. 



 (
Turn to your
 
Assignment
 Booklet
:
 
All About the Author
Use the internet or library to find information about your novel and its author. 
)[image: ]



    







“To read is to fly: it is to soar to a point of vantage which gives a view over wide terrains of history, human variety, ideas, shared experience and the fruits of many inquiries.” 
[image: http://www.readfaster.com/images/pixel.gif]- A C Grayling, Financial Times (in a review of A History of Reading by Alberto Manguel)


						~*****~
 (
The Elements of a Novel
) A novel, like the short story, is concerned with the following elements:

 (
Plot
Theme
Character
Setting
)
         
   
                    

Plot is a situation or series of events that occur in the novel. It revolves around a problem (conflict) and builds to its most exciting point (climax) before being resolved (denouement).

Plot has the following elements:

a. The INTRODUCTION is found at the beginning of a story. It introduces the setting and characters. It is also called the exposition. 

b. The RISING ACTION includes events that lead up to the climax.

The rising action is a related series of incidents in a literary plot that build toward the point of greatest interest. 
These events begin immediately after the exposition, or introduction, of the story and builds towards the climax. They are generally the most important parts of the story since the entire plot depends on them to set up the climax and ultimately the satisfactory resolution of the story itself.
The author may use foreshadowing to add to the suspense.
~foreshadowing~ is the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in   the story 
Example: “ I waited until eight o’clock and then went out, only to find the city unrecognizable. How could its appearance have changed so much, so completely, in just a few hours? All the shops were closed…these people all looked different from the evening before, too…the streets, so clean only yesterday, were now full of rubbish and dirt”.
 –The Pianist
 		Later in the story, the Germans arrived.

				
c. CONFLICT(S) are the problems or struggles between two forces on which the story depends.

	Conflicts are usually categorized into the following:
Man vs. Man        [image: C:\Documents and Settings\thiesses.PRSDROOT.003\Local Settings\Temp\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\RZ7NZ0DL\MC900216960[1].wmf]            Man vs. Society[image: C:\Documents and Settings\thiesses.PRSDROOT.003\Local Settings\Temp\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\M17A09QP\MC900071098[1].wmf]

[image: lonely.jpg]      Man vs. Himself            [image: http://img3.visualizeus.com/thumbs/09/03/02/boat,man,vs,nature,sea,water,waves-f7014a2dfb15f9d2c3d53c2f8f4332ba_m.jpg] Man vs. Nature 


d. The CLIMAX is the turning point of the story. It can be identified as the point where the conflict is resolved. It is the point of highest tension.  


e. The FALLING ACTION are the events that follow the climax; it is where a resolution or clarification takes place.

f. The DENOUEMENT /dei nu mɑ̃/ is the end of the story where all of the loose ends are tied up for the reader. It is also called The RESOLUTION.


 (
As You Read…
Take note of the elements of the plot. You will need this information to answer 
Assignment B Plot Diagram.
)[image: ]
 (
Turn to your 
Assignment Booklet:
 
Plot Diagram
 
Answer the Plot Diagram by filling in information from your novel. 
)
 (
Turn to your 
Assignment Booklet:
 
Comparing Conflict
 
Write a personal response comparing one of your novel’s conflicts to your life experience. 
)[image: ]

 (
The Setting of a Novel
)Every story has a setting. It is usually established near the beginning of a novel so readers have some idea where and when the story takes place.
The setting of a story is the PLACE where the story happens and the TIME when it happens.  It answers the questions of where and when.  				  	   
The setting doesn’t have to be a real time and place.
It can be imaginary like Hogwarts, the wizard school, in the novel series, Harry Potter.                   

 (
“He missed Hogwarts so much it was like having a constant stomach ache. He missed the castle, with its secret passageways and ghosts, his classes, the mail arriving by owl, eating banquets in the Great Hall, sleeping in his four-poster bed in the tower dormitory, visiting the gamekeeper, 
Hagrid
, in his cabin next to the Forbidden Forest in the grounds, and, especially, 
Quidditch
, the most popular sport in the 
wizarding
 world.
”
       
              
 - Narration, what Harry likes about Hogwarts [ch.1 The Worst Birthday
, 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
]
 
)[image: ][image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTBdGPz5n7StVgLsACqj0qEK110bgH9HRYy7dF788-piZtXK3SeUg]Here is an example of how “Hogwarts” is described:


																        








 (
As You Read…
Remember to take note of the setting of your novel. 
Where did it take place?
When did it take place?
What it the significance of the place and time to the story?
)[image: ]




 (
Turn to your
 
Assignment
 Booklet
:
 
Setting
Use the library or internet to find useful information about your setting (place and time).
 
Recognize its impact on the story. 
)
[image: ]
 (
The Characters of a Novel
)Characters are the personalities in the novel. They can be human, animal or in some few cases inanimate – nature.
Character Development:
· Direct – author tells you what the character is like
· Indirect – author demonstrates what the character is like
a) what other characters say about the character
b) what the character say about him or herself
c) what the character’s actions are
Two ways to categorize characters:
	1. Development
· Dynamic characters are those who change in some fundamental ways as the story unfolds.
· Static characters are those who undergo minor or no change during the story.
2. Personality
· Round characters are fully developed characters. They are like “real” people. They are credible and they display real personality traits. 
· Flat characters, on the other hand, are those who have only one quality that defines them.
Two roles characterize characters:
· The main character in a story is the protagonist. Traditionally, this is the “good” guy who you root for throughout the story. There are stories written with the central character behaving in non-heroic ways but because they are the central character, they are still the protagonists.

· The character or force that acts against the protagonist is the antagonist.  Traditionally,  this is the “bad” guy you want to see defeated. There are stories written where the antagonist is someone you respect and admire but because they are in opposition to the protagonist, they are still the antagonist.

Some characters from literature are more easily remembered than others. This is most likely because the character is complex, that is, the character has many facets to his or her personality. 

	Protagonists are usually round characters. They are also dynamic characters. 

Example: Harry, Ron and Hermione (from the Harry Potter series)are round and dynamic characters because they have depth of personality and they display real human traits. They also undergo a lot of changes throughout the story. However, Vernon Dursley can be considered as a flat character.  Readers can remember him as a big beefy man with a large mustache who is nasty to his nephew, Harry. He does not change throughout the story which also makes him a static character.



[image: ] (
As You Read…
Remember to take note of the characters of your novel. 
Who is the protagonist? Who is the antagonist?  
Indicate whether the characters are dynamic or static and flat or round. 
Did the author rely on direct or indirect characterization?
)





 (
Turn to your
 
Assignment
 Booklet
:
 
A Month in the Life Of…
 D
evelop a calendar for one month in the life of one of the characters in your novel. Fill in at least 10 entries. In this calendar, include a variety of things that possibly happened as well as some that did actually happen. You can use direct quotation
s
 if needed. An example is 
provided for you in your assignment booklet.
)
[image: ]














A writer must also decide from what POINT OF VIEW he or she is going to tell the story. Some stories are told as if the author sees and knows everything that the characters experience. Some stories are told as if it is the author him/herself who is telling the story.

The term for this is NARRATIVE POINTS OF VIEW.
		
The different types are:
	
	
First Person
	
The narrator uses I (if the story has a singular character) or We (if the story has more than one characters). 

It allows you, the reader, to feel that you are part of the action because the character is speaking directly to you. 

Example: 
     “At home we were always very reluctant to cry where anyone could see us. But how often, at that time, when I went into the kitchen and found Maman alone, I caught her wiping her eyes…”
                                                     ~Gabrielle Roy, “Alicia”


	
Third Person

	
The narrator uses “he”, “she”, “it” or “they”.  It keeps you, the reader, at a distance from the action.


	· Limited Omniscient

	The narrator knows all and sees all about one or a few characters but does not tell us what the antagonist is up to.

It creates suspense.

Example:
“The man came out of the house and stood quite still, listening. Behind him, the lights glowed in the cheerful room, the books were neat and orderly in their cases…The man moved forward six paces and stood on the sea wall. He dropped his cigarette and noted where the tiny spark hissed and went out. The tide was beginning to ebb.”
                                           ~Arthur Gordon, “The Sea Devil”





	· Omniscient
	The narrator knows all and sees all about the characters’ feelings and thoughts, including those of the antagonist.

Example: 
 “The two enemies stood glaring at one another for a long silent moment. Each had a rifle in his hand, each had hate in his heart and murder uppermost in his mind. The chance had come to give full play to the passions of a lifetime…”
                     ~Saki (H.H. Munro) “The Interlopers”
  


	Objective
	The narrator presents only what is seen or heard. It simply answers the questions who, what, where, when, how and why.

Nothing is said about how the characters feel or think. It is the reader who must interpret the meaning of the events that are shown.

Example:
“ The coach was so nearly empty that the little boy had a seat all to himself, and his mother sat across the aisle on the seat next to the little boy’s sister, a baby with a piece of toast in one hand and a rattle in the other”.
                                              ~Shirley Jackson, “The Witch”












          “The ability to read awoke inside me some long dormant craving to be mentally alive.”
                                                                                                                                             –    Autobiography of Malcolm X, 1964






 (
The Theme of a Novel
)Theme is never stated directly by the author and it can be different for different readers depending upon the reader’s life experiences. 

Theme is-
		a general truth about life
		the inner meaning of the work
		the main purpose of the story

As the readers, we have to determine what the author is trying to say. It is not a
simple task. Novels reflect life in all its variety and complexity; they do not always have a single definite theme. 
		
Some novels have themes about friendship, brotherhood, respect, unity, loyalty among many others. 

For example: In the novel, Harry Potter, one of the themes would be overcoming difficulties. The main character, Harry Potter, has to overcome a lot of difficulties including the death of his parents, living with his Uncle Vernon’s family and fighting the evil Voldemort.
Another theme would be friendship. Harry, Hermione and Ron always stick with each other and support one another.
Also, the theme of good vs. evil is carried on throughout the entire series as Harry and his friends battle Voldemort and his Death Eaters.

Some common themes are based on ideas from the list below. Can your book’s message be summed up by one of the following words or phrases? 
Death 				Peace and War		Fortune
Heroism 			Hope				Sense of Self
Escape 			Hopelessness			God and spirituality
Love 				Generation gap		Loss	






 (
As You Read…
Ask yourself:
“
What is the author trying to say
?
What general idea 
about life or society or humanity
 is being talked about?”
)
[image: ]

 (
Turn to your 
Assignment
 Booklet
:
 
Personal Response
Based on your novel, what do you think the author is trying to tell us about the nature of society? 
of humanity? 
What do you think the nature of society should be? of humanity? 
)

[image: ]










~******~

 (
The Mood of a Novel
)The author’s choice of words creates the overall mood or feeling of the story. 
	
	Some   words to describe the mood of the novel would be:
Mysterious		Thrilling 		Scary	
Sad			Adventurous		Hopeful
 (
Example: 
The mood in 
the novel 
“T
he Nazi Officer’s Wife”
 
is 
horrendous and terrifying.
“…And then I was scre
aming. But I could make no sound. Because the Germans would have heard me…I lay on the floor, unable to absorb the horror of what I had just been told. 
Who can imagine that. My mind shut down. I sank like a rock to the bottom of my soul.”
          
 
Mood is create
d by all 4 elements in the novel.
Plot
-      Edith Hahn, a Jew, was forced into a labour camp, escaped and lived as a 
  
fugitive in her own town; took a Christian’s friend’s identity, and after which 
  
she became the wife of a Nazi officer, despite her confession of who she is 
   
  
and kept her identity a secret.
Setting
- Vienna, Germany and Munich, Austria during World War II
Character
- the author is the narrator; she describes vividly the horrors of being a 
        
Jew living in Vienna and Munich during the war.
Theme
- tenacity of spirit, bravery
“About an hour into the journey I made my way down the train corridor to the lavatory. I shimmied past chatting policemen…Once inside the lavatory, I tore the loose stitches and dropped the star into my handbag…I had a sense that the holes where I had sewn the star onto my coat were forming a vivid Jewish outline for everyone to see…”
)

[image: http://lh6.ggpht.com/_-IeZ3HV-7SE/S0fqv5g3RtI/AAAAAAAABOY/p3D9aciqopQ/NaziOfficersWife.jpg]
               



          
         
              



                  				
						~******~
 (
Section 2: Literary Style
)Literary Style is the manner in which an author uses words to express elements of character, setting, plot, mood and theme. It is an author’s deliberate choice of words to create a desired effect.
Writers and Imagery:
Why do writers use figurative language? Compare these two sentences from “The Bean Trees” by Barbara Kingsolver:
a. The clouds were pink and fat and hilarious-looking, like the hippo ballerinas in a Disney movie.  
b. She thought about the baby playing in waves of her blood, on the smooth, dark beach of her insides. 

	What poetic device or figure of speech did Kingsolver employ in each? Are they effective or not? 

Imagery:
 	Imagery is an important element in writing, either prose or poetry. When writers are able to let readers picture the events, the characters, the setting in their minds vividly, the more interesting and rich the experience is. 

“…I sat down before a lush, gold-toned landscaped, probably one of those paintings by Schmid-Fichteberg or Herman Urban that the Nazis love…I tried to see what they saw, to think of their land in those bold heroic yellows and oranges and wipe away my memory of the exhausted girls crawling in the mud behind the emaciated Frenchman” . 
						            ~ Edith Hahn Beer “the Nazi Officer’s Wife”

 (
As You Read…
Find a passage from the novel that you think is particularly striking. 
)[image: ]

 (
Turn to your
 
Assignment
 Booklet
:
 Imagery
Find a passage from the novel that you think is particularly striking. Photocopy it and attach it to your assignment booklet. Highlight specific words or images that you find highly descriptive. 
)
		
[image: ]

Symbols and Motifs:

One of the common ways in which novelists heighten their stories is through the use of symbols and motifs.

Symbolism is the use of symbols in literature to represent abstract ideas such as opportunity, life, death, freedom, happiness, love, hope. Symbols are something that stand for something else; an object, person or event that has a meaning greater than its literal meaning. When symbols are recurrent, they are considered motifs.

	Example: 
		In the novel “The Kite Runner” by Khaled Hosseini, one of the symbols is the blue kite. Kites are a recurring theme throughout the story, even appearing in Amir’s dreams. 
[image: http://dothgrin.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/movies_kiterunner.jpg]“A dream: I am lost in a snowstorm…The wind shrieks, blows stinging sheets of snow into my eyes…I call for help but the wind drowns my cries…I fall and lie panting on the snow…I cry out again, hope fading like my footprints. But this time, a muffled reply…out of swaying curtains of snow, I catch a glimpse of movement. ..I look up and see the clear sky is filled with kites…”
 
It also represents Amir and Hassan’s friendship and Hassan’s loyalty to Amir.

“I remember one overcast winter day, Hassan and I were running a kite…saw that the direction we were running was opposite to the one the kite was drifting. ‘We’re losing it! We’re going the wrong way!’ I cried out. ‘Trust me!’ I heard him call up ahead… 
I saw we had ended up on a rutted dirt road…I dropped next to him, lay on a thin patch of snow, wheezing.
 ‘You’re wasting our time. It was going the other way, didn’t you see?”…’It’s coming,’ he said. ‘How do you know?’ I said. ‘I know’. 
‘How can you know?’
He turned to me. A few sweat beads rolled from his bald scalp, ‘Would I ever lie to you, Amir agha?’”

	Later, when Hassan was raped, the kite signifies Amir’s cowardice.

“A havoc of scrap and rubble littered the alley…But there were two things amid the garbage that I couldn’t stop looking at: One was the blue kite resting against the wall…the other was Hassan’s brown corduroy pants thrown on a heap of eroded brick…I had one last chance to make a decision…I could step into that alley, stand up for Hassan-the way he’d stood up for me all those times in the past-and accept whatever would happen to me. Or I could run. In the end, I ran…
I met him by a leafless birch tree on the edge of the ravine. He has the blue kite in his hands; that was the first thing I saw…”

~******~		
Irony:          
                                   
Irony is a form of expression that implies something different or even opposite to what is actually said or done.

 It is also ironic when something other than what is expected happens.

	Example: 
“A week ago.  Harry would have said finding a partner for a dance would be a cinch compared to taking on a Hungarian Horntail.  But now that he had done the latter, and was facing the prospect of asking a girl to the ball, he thought he'd rather have another round with the dragon.”
       					- Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire [ch.22] 




 (
As You Read…
       Ask yourself
 what events in your novel are ironic.
)[image: ]


                               




                                         [image: http://www.profilebrand.com/funny-pictures/category/animals/471_irony-bird.jpg]




_________
Image: http://www.profilebrand.com/funny-pictures/details/471-Irony-Bird
Foil:

A foil is a character whose characteristics are in contrast with another character, usually the protagonist and antagonist, in order to point out specific traits of the protagonist and the antagonist. 

Example:

Voldemort and Professor Dumbledore are character foils in the “Harry Potter” series. Voldemort is the embodiment of everything cruel, malicious, and evil, while Dumbledore is good, gentle, and kind-hearted.

Harry Potter and Draco Malfoy, also in the same series, are foils because although they are both good students and both leaders, Harry is patient and gentle while Malfoy is nasty and cruel.


      
 (
As You Read…
Ask yourself: 
“Which characters have traits or characteristics that are in contrast with another?” What makes them foils?
)[image: ]










					~******~








 (
Section 3: Evaluating the Novel
)Novels are an art form. As an art form, they require proportion and balance. 

In evaluating a novel, we can ask ourselves ~

· What does it say about people?
· What does it say about people and their relationship to other people?
· What does it say about our relationship to other people?
· Can we relate to the characters? What is their purpose?
· Do the scenes and setting make the theme clear?
· Is the theme of the novel clear?
· Do you feel that you have learned something new about life?
· What do you think the author is trying to tell us about the nature of society?
· What do you think the nature of humanity be?

                                                                  [image: http://www.indiastudychannel.com/attachments/resources/56277-242322-Fig_2_1_Boy_Reading.jpg]
WRITING A CRITICAL RESPONSE                                

The Critical Response to Literary Text asks you to think about the ideas and impressions about the novel you’ve read. 
A critical response to literature differs from a personal response. 
A CRITICAL RESPONSE:
· Focuses on the text and its meaning.
· Considers main ideas and details of text.
· Looks at significant words and passages and what they mean.
· Recognizes devices and techniques used to create the text.
· Does not include how you felt or what similar experiences you have had or anything about you! These are saved for the personal response.

 (
When you engage in critical response, you focus on the text itself. You should think about how and why the text has been created.
)

Consider the following points:
· Base your response around a thesis or controlling idea – or a strong unifying effect. Have this concept clear in your mind before you begin to write. Remember, your controlling idea should say something (it’s not just a topic), and it should be meaningful. Don’t be one of those students who end up writing on a thesis –explicit or implied- such as “In her short story ‘Boys and Girls’, Alice Munro has much to say about the changeable nature of life.” Be more precise. What does the author have to say? 
· Avoid summarizing the plot of a chosen literary work. 
· Be sure to be specific and concrete. Keep referring to the text(s) and don’t get off topic. As you make your outline, and write your response, keep going back to the question to make sure you’re staying on track.
· Take note of the words that the author has used. Such as: word choices, imagery and other devices like contrast, irony, metaphor, and symbols. 
· The main ideas and the details used. 
· Examine the significant passages in the text, and identify why these particular words are important.
It would help if you:
· Read the text carefully. The answer to questions about meaning usually lies in the text itself. 
· Reread passages that you don’t understand, and look carefully at the words chosen by the author. Use a dictionary.
· Reread for greater understanding. You’ll notice details that you missed on your first reading.
 (
Turn to your 
Assignment Booklet:
 
Critical Response
Discuss the idea that the author has developed about the nature of our society. Write a critical response.
)
[image: ]
 (
Section 3: A Checklist for Good Writing
)One characteristic of good writing is that sentences are written correctly and effectively. 
Here are some points to keep in mind when you are writing sentences:

 (
*
Proofread your writing. Look for 
missing words, fragments, and run-on sentences
. Make sure that your 
spelling is correct
.
*
Sentences must begin with 
capital letters
. Remember to 
punctuate
 your sentences correctly.
*
Try to 
use 
a 
variety of sentence types
. For example, you might be able to use a question, command, or exclamatory sentence.
*
Vary the length
 of your sentences. Use an occasional short sentence for emphasis, but avoid writing a series of short, choppy, sentences.
*
Use a va
riety of conjunctions to combine
 your ideas. Be alert to 
the 
overuse 
of the conjunction “
and
”
.
 
*Begin your sentences in a variety of ways. Use 
transition words
. (Ask the school for a copy of a list of transition words!)
*Use 
specific nouns
 and 
vivid verbs
 to make your sentences strong.
*
Organize 
your sentences into 
well-structured and unified paragraphs.
)
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\thiesses.PRSDROOT.016\Local Settings\Temp\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\2B6DV910\MC900391166[1].wmf]
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