SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION

Part  1 - What to Watch  (Scenes 1-9) – 40 minutes

1. Pay attention to the lyrics of the song in the background.  What is significant about these lyrics?
2. How does the Director inform the viewers about Red’s experience in Shawshank prison?  Was this method effective?
3. How does the Director convey the bleakness of prison life?  Take note of the costumes, shot selection, music and lighting.  How are these elements influential in getting his concept across?
4. The fact that the veteran inmates can bet on the success of the ‘fresh fish’ tells us what about their attitude to the incoming inmates?

5. What place does religion have in the prison?  Who reinforces this throughout the film?
6. What is the purpose of the voiceover?  Did you find it helpful or distracting?
7. Why do you think that during the scene where the new inmate is beaten, we only see the silhouettes of the parties involved? 
8. What is the significance of Andy asking the prisoner’s name?
9. What tone does the music set for the shower scene where Andy is approached by one of the sisters? 
10. Although the inmates are issued similar uniforms, they all wear them differently?  What does this say about them?
11. What type of shot is used to give the audience the feeling that Hadley is really going to throw Andy of the roof? 
12. Do Andy’s peers look at him differently after this incident?  If yes, then how?

Part 2- What to Watch (Scenes 10 – 21) – 40 minutes

1. What is the significance of Andy and Red’s conversation in the courtyard?
2. Why do the sisters believe Andy about the reflex action of a man’s jaw?  Even through Andy is on his knees, how does he still have power over the men who attack him? 
3. What do you think about what Hadley does to Boggs?  Was this justified?  Do you believe in karma?
4. What does it say about Andy, that his fellow inmates dutifully look for rocks for him while he is recovering?
5. How does the Director juxtapose the idea of prison being a fairy tale?  What is happening while this is being said?
6. Think of examples where things seem to be going well and there is an abrupt turn of events.
7. Red uses an extended metaphor about how being institutionalized takes away the part of you that counts?  What is he referring to?
8. When Brooks goes out into the world, what changes about the lighting, setting and costumes compared to the scenes in the prison. 
9. Why does Andy turn on the music for all the prison to hear, when he could have listened it to himself and not get in trouble?
10. Why does Red feel hope is so dangerous?
Part 3 - What to Watch  (Scenes 22 –32) – 40 minutes

1. How has Andy’s look changed since the beginning of the film?

2. What role do the posters play in the movie? 

3. It is ironic that Andy says he had to come to prison to become a crook.  What is the connection to this statement and Randall Stevens?

4. What is the difference when Tommy’s bus rolls into the prison yard compared to Andy’s?  Think of the film elements used..

5. What is the effect of hearing Elmo Blatch’s words from his mouth as opposed to having Tommy tell the story?  What is the viewer’s reaction to hearing it from Elmo first hand?

6. What is achieved by using close-up and extreme close-up shots when Andy is discussing the validity off Tommy’s story with the Warden?

7. When Andy find out that Tommy passes – where have we seen that smile before?

8. How can you tell the Warden is up to no good when he meets Tommy in the courtyard to talk?

9. Initially, why do we only see the silhouette of the guard on the tower?

10. What is the power dynamic in the next scene?  What visual effects highlight this?

11. What does the Pacific Ocean symbolize?

12. How is tension created in the scene that Red refers to as the longest night of his life?

Part  4 - What to Watch (Scenes 32-40) – 20 minutes

1. Describe the scene that details Andy’s escape from the perspective of the director.

2. Explain the significance of the note Andy left for Warden Norton in the front of the bible that says ‘You were right, salvation lies within.’

3. What do we hear in the background as Red is walking through Buxton to find the oak tree?  Why?

4. Why does Red keep looking over his shoulder?

5. Why is the Pacific Ocean the first thing we see as Red first approaches Andy on the beach in Zihuatanejo, Mexico?  What was said about the Pacific Ocean earlier in the film?

6. Why is the movie titled Shawshank Redemption?

7. How is the film an allegory?  

i. Allegory is a form of extended metaphor, in which objects, persons, and actions in a narrative, are equated with the meanings that lie outside the narrative itself. The underlying meaning has moral, social, religious, or political significance, and characters are often personifications of abstract ideas as charity, greed, or envy.  (Thus an allegory is a story with two meanings, a literal meaning and a symbolic meaning. )

Overall DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

a. Discuss Brooks as an institutionalized person.
b. What aspects of prison life are continually emphasized in the movie?
c. What are some examples of corruption in the movie?
d. How do you define justice? Is justice finally achieved in the film?
e. In what ways do characters overcome their situations? 
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