Night – 30-1 Blogs 

Blog Writing Assignments
You can write in a Personal or Critical style – but be sure to write about the text, NIGHT, itself.  

If writing PERSONALLY:

· Feel free to weave your own stories or experiences within the topics.

· Feel free to discuss your reactions and relationship to the topic.

· Feel free to write from the perspective or voice of a character. 

· Feel free to choose your prose style.

If writing CRITICALLY:

· Write in an essay approach that works hard to prove an argument (your thesis).  

· Be sure to consider SAY, MEAN, and MATTER – and weave how that fits within your essay.  

· Feel free to tie a previous exam prompt to one of these topics – actually, this would be awesome!
Answer as thoroughly as possible, with thoughtful ideas and examples.  Be prepared to share orally with the class, and be prepared to defend your point-of-view and opinions with details and specific examples.

1.  What is the importance of symbolism in the book? Choose 1 and focus on making us understand the importance of the symbol.  

2. Early in the book, after Moishe the Beadle escapes his execution,  no one, not even Eliezer, believes his tales (p. 7) . Even when the Germans arrive in Sighet and move all the Jews into ghettos, the Jewish townspeople seem to ignore or suppress their fears. "Most people thought that we would remain in the ghetto until the end of the war, until the arrival of the Red Army. Afterward everything would be as before" (p. 12). What might be the reasons for the townspeople's widespread denial of the evidence facing them?  Why do we as humans not heed warnings?

3. While Nazi terror is only a rumor or distant threat, Eliezer's father chooses to remain in Sighet. Once they are forced into the ghetto, Eliezer's father tells his older children that they can go live with their former maid in her village, but that he will stay in the ghetto with their mother and little sister. Eliezer says, "Naturally, we refused to be separated" (p. 20). Can you sympathize with their choice? What would it feel like for a family to have to choose to leave their home or separate from each other, or have you faced such a reality? Are there places in the world where families are faced with this decision now?

4. As their world becomes increasingly cruel, what do the small moments of kindness, like an extra piece of bread or a shared prayer, mean to Eliezer and his father at Auschwitz?

5. Think of the “sad-eyed angel” who is hanged on page 64. Who are the bystanders? Who are the perpetrators? Who are the victims in Night ? Do these roles sometimes overlap?  

6. Early in the book, Eliezer says his father "rarely displayed his feelings, not even within his family, and was more involved in the welfare of others than with that of his own kin" (p. 4). When they begin the march to the small ghetto, Eliezer sees his father cry for the first time (p. 19). In what ways does the Holocaust change their relationship?

7. At the end of Night , Wiesel writes: "From the depths of the mirror, a corpse was contemplating me. The look in his eyes as he gazed at me has never left me" (p. 115). What parts of Eliezer died during his captivity? What was born in their place?

8. When Night begins, Eliezer is so moved by faith that he weeps when he prays—but he is only 12 years old. How does Eliezer's relationship with his faith and with God change as the book progresses? When the book ends, he is 16 years old. How would you describe him and his spirituality?

9. What scene(s) from Night do you remember most vividly?  How did the scene(s) impact you?  Have they made you look at the world or your family differently?  Be sure to include quotations!

10. In his 1986 Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, Wiesel says: "[O]ne person of integrity can make a difference, a difference of life and death. As long as one dissident is in prison, our freedom will not be true. As long as one child is hungry, our life will be filled with anguish and shame. What all these victims need above all is to know that they are not alone; that we are not forgetting them, that when their voices are stifled we shall lend them ours, that while their freedom depends on ours, the quality of our freedom depends on theirs " (p. 120). How has  Elie Wiesel  fulfilled this purpose with this book? How does this statement make you feel about your place in the world?

REMINDER OF EVALUATION CRITERIA:

· Insightful Ideas

· Evidence and Details

· Organization: The structure and “flow”  (Intro, Body, Conclusion; coherence; unity; paragraphing)
· Style: Words choices, Sentence Structures, Tone, Voice

· GUMPS: Grammar, Usage, Mechanics, Punctuation, Spelling

· Effort: quality, appropriate length (400 min), revision and editing showing best effort, great title, visual, embedded links, tagging, category clicked (be sure you are in the right semester)

· Timeliness – in by 6pm Sunday, March 3.  

