COHERENCE and UNITY

2. Testing for Unity and Coherence 

2A. Test for Coherence in the Whole Paper 
1. Highlight every paragraph transition. 

2. Highlight “directions” to the reader. 

3. Put a slash (/) in front of paragraphs that lack transitions or directions. 

2B. Test for Coherence in Paragraphs 
1. Highlight every transition word.
2. Highlight “directions” to the reader. 3. Put a slash (/) in front of sentences that lack transitions or directions. 
2C. Improving Coherence in the Whole Paper or in Paragraphs 
1. Go back to the slash marks you made in 2A or 2B
2. Decide what transitions or directions you need to add (see section 3). 3. Add directions or transitions. 

2D. Test for Unity in the Whole Paper 

1. Highlight the paper’s thesis statement. 

2. Find the key point of each paragraph. 

3. Write down a brief key word or phrase for each main point. 

4. Ask yourself: How well does each idea support your focus? 
5. Write down what you discovered. 

2E. Test for Unity in Paragraphs 
1. Highlight the main point of each paragraph (if you find several, highlight each in a different color). 
2. Look at each paragraph out of order or at random. 
3. Ask yourself: How well does each paragraph support one idea? 
4. Write down what you discovered. 

2F. Improving Unity in the Whole Paper 
1. Look at what you discovered in 2D. 

2. Decide whether all your paragraphs 

related to the paper’s thesis. 

3. Cut unrelated material or re-write thesis 

to account for this material. 

2G. Improving Unity in Paragraphs 
1. Look at what you discovered in 2E. 

2. Decide whether all your ideas are  relevant and support your topic sentences. 

3. Cut unrelated material, create a new in brief, in conclusion, in short, on the whole, to conclude, to sum up paragraph, or move this material. 
