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Critical Writing
There are many Big Deals with critical writing but here are three of importance:

1) connect the question to an appropriate literary text

2) use support (specific references and quotes as required) from the literary text in your essay

3) write clearly and convincingly on the topic

I. Format:

1. The Introduction (Aim for a minimum of five sentences)

a. Write an interesting opening.

b. Express an impression of the text’s worth or appeal; state the text’s title

and the full name of the author, playwright, poet or director.

c. Provide a brief (really brief, very brief, not long) plot synopsis of what is relevant to your topic.

d. Provide a brief overview of some of the key ideas.

e. State your thesis specifically outlining what you will discuss in your

essay.

2. The Body/Support Paragraphs

The body/support paragraphs of this critical/analytical essay will consist of paragraphs that develop the ideas in your thesis. (You do not need to restrict yourself to three body paragraphs.) For each paragraph: (Aim for a minimum of ten sentences)

a. Begin with a topic sentence that is drawn from your thesis.

b. Support the topic sentence with extensive evidence from the text that

supports your interpretation; selected use of specific textual details and

quotes from the text makes your interpretation reasonable and believable.

c. End with a statement that summarizes &/or provides a transition to the

next idea to be developed

3. The Conclusion

a. Summarize the paragraphs that precede it by commenting on the text as a whole.

b. Restate your thesis using different words.

c. For each thesis point, summarize a key idea.

d. Write a clincher statement that suggests the significance of how your ideas reveal a deeper understanding of the text.

II. Give a title to your essay; it should point to the ideas in your analysis.

III. Write formally: no contractions, no personal pronouns, no abbreviations, no slang expressions or colloquialisms (eg. back in the day), avoid these words: always, never, all, every.

IV. When referring to events or characters in the play use present tense.
· For example, Desdemona, once marrying Othello, attempts to be completely loyal, but she is not able to avoid the effects of Iago’s treacherous plans.
